Saturday, August 16, 2003

2 Kings 15:1 - 16:20

Ahaziah’s reign in Judah is more detailed in Chronicles, but he was a good king. His fortification projects and territorial expansions will be detailed in later writings. 

Meanwhile in Israel political chaos continued. As the kingdom approached its end very few of the kings died of old age. Menahem managed to stay in power ten years, but only by paying tribute to Assyria. The city that he attacked was within the borders of Israel and must have refused to acknowledge him as their king. His brutality against his own people warned all of Israel that he would not be denied his place as king.

The Assyrian king, Pul, was Tiglath-Pileser III. Assyrian writings indicate that Menahem paid him tribute some time around 743 to 738 B.C. Not many years in the future, in 722, Assyria would destroy the nation.  (More on Assyria-- http://www.encyclopedia.com/html/a/assyria.asp ,  http://www-oi.uchicago.edu/OI/MUS/HIGH/OI_Museum_Assyria.html  and http://www.aina.org/aol/nimrud/ )

Menahem’s son, Pekahiah, ruled only two years before he was murdered by Pekah.  This king challenged Assyria’s right to received tribute from Israel. Defying this brutal and powerful nation was suicidal. 

While Israel hurried toward its end, King Ahaz brought trouble to Judah. He even participated in the pagan practice of child sacrifice. 

Isaiah adds to the story of Aram and Israel coming together against Judah. They apparently wanted Ahaz to join them in trying to overthrow Assyria. Ahaz refused and asked Assyria’s aid in fighting them off (an action that the prophet Isaiah strongly opposed).  Assyria agreed, knowing that Judah would then become another contributor to their wealth and dominance. When the resulting “rescue” was done, Aram (or Syria) belonged to Assyria. Israel’s king continued to rule, but Assyria wasn’t through with the nation yet. Meanwhile, Ahaz sent plans for a pagan altar to Jerusalem and added to his sin against God. 

If all of this sounds complicated and convoluted, it was! Just think of the impact on our own country if we were confronted with multiple assassinations, political intrigue, and constant attacks from enemies over a period of almost 200 years. Yet the people of Israel, and often Judah, would not turn to God for guidance. Would we be the same?
